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MDCITA, Baltimore Officials Applaud Hazardous Materials Safety Law

Innovative security ordinance said to be first of its kind in the nation

(Baltimore, Maryland) – Before an audience of public safety officials, municipal leaders, and industry representatives, the Mayor of Baltimore today signed into law an ordinance to strengthen the security and safety of hazardous materials at manufacturing facilities in the city. The landmark ordinance, believed to be the first of its kind in the nation, was developed with the cooperation and support of the Maryland Chemistry and Industrial Technology Alliance (MDCITA).

“MDCITA strongly supports this safety-focused ordinance,” said MDCITA Chairman Julian Levy.  “It provides a sound approach to giving our employees, their families and neighbors the security they deserve.  Its provisions are effective and responsible, and will be independently verified.  It allows companies and their security partners to share sensitive information with confidentiality, while simultaneously assessing and upgrading current facility security procedures and mechanisms.”

“Throughout the process of  developing this ordinance,” Levy added, “MDCITA has worked proudly with Mayor O’Malley and the Baltimore City Fire Department to reach a common goal: ensuring the greatest possible safety for our communities in a time of frightening threats from those who would do us and our city harm.  This partnership shows what’s possible when business and government work together in good faith toward a shared end.”

Craig Childres, President of the South Baltimore Mutual Aid Plan (SBIMAP), said his organization also participated in drafting the ordinance and has a long history of public safety teamwork.  “This safety ordinance is just the latest success for our community resulting from the historic partnership among the city, first responders such as the fire department, and local industry,” he said.

“For 20 years,” Childres continued, “industrial companies including MDCITA member companies and city and metropolitan emergency responders have worked together under SBIMAP.  This industry-government organization anticipates, drills for, and works to avoid emergency situations, so that if and when an emergency occurs, the knowledge, equipment, and manpower to immediately respond can be shared.  SBIMAP is a national leader in this kind of regional emergency response cooperation.”

"For the people of Baltimore, today marks an important step in public safety. Because of our population bases, American cities are the frontlines of any possible terrorist attacks, biological and otherwise. As mayors, we must be ready to respond or prevent these events. Our neighbors are counting on us to make certain our families, our children, and communities are kept safe. With the cooperation of MDCITA, we are one step closer to ensuring that Baltimore is the most prepared city in America." said Mayor O'Malley.
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The Maryland Chemistry and Industrial Technology Alliance (MDCITA) is a business organization whose mission is to participate with government and others in creating responsible laws, regulations and standards to safeguard the community, workplace, and the environment; to share among member companies information that will enhance each member’s capabilities to protect its employees, the community, and the environment; to recognize and respond to community concerns about our members’ operations, and inform the public of continuing efforts taken to protect public health and the environment; and to communicate the need for and value of its products to society. 

